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Preparing to Hear God’s Word
Introit
Welcome

Kenneth Morris

Yes, God is Real

We Worship in Song
We Plow the Fields and Scatter (All Good Gifts)
Pilgrim Hymnal 460
We plow the fields, and scatter the good seed on the land,
but it is fed and watered by God's almighty hand:
he sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain,
the breezes, and the sunshine, and soft, refreshing rain.
Refrain:
All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above;
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all his love.
He only is the maker of all things near and far;
he paints the wayside flower, he lights the evening star;
the winds and waves obey him, by him the birds are fed;
much more to us, his children, he gives our daily bread. (Refrain)
We thank thee then, O Father, for all things bright and good,
the seed-time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food.
Accept the gifts we offer for all thy love imparts,
and, what thou most desirest, our humble, thankful hearts. (Refrain)
I Am Standing Beneath Your Wings
I am standing beneath your wings, I am resting in your shelter,
your great faithfulness has been my shield and it makes me want to sing.

Chorus:
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be the name of the Lord.
I will bless your holy name for all my days;
blessed be the name of the Lord.
I sing praises to your name, O Lord, for you daily bear my burdens.
Your great faithfulness is my reward and it makes me want to sing.
(Chorus)

Call to Worship
Leader: Come apart for a while from popular viewpoints;
come looking for a better way to live.
People: We seek to know God’s love and show that love to others.
Leader: We are called to turn the other cheek,
People: so we will seek to be vulnerable
in our lives of faith and service.
Leader: We are called to go the extra mile,
People: so we will walk with those around us
in the journeys of hope as well as fear.
Leader: We are called to love those who make loving difficult,
People: so we will rely on the One who loves us
to fill us with that special grace.

Thom Shuman, United States

Prayer of Invocation
O God, enlarge my heart that it may be big enough to receive the greatness
of your love. Stretch my heart that it may take into it all those who with me
around the world believe in Jesus Christ. Stretch my heart that it may take
into it all those who do not know him, but who are my responsibility
because I know him. Stretch my heart that it may take in all those who are
not lovely in my eyes, and whose hands I do not want to touch, through
Jesus Christ, my savior. Amen.

Prayer of an African Christian

Passing the Peace of Christ
News of the Church

Hearing God’s Word
Scripture Reading

Sally Calimoso

Matthew 5:38-48
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But
I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right
cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 40And if anyone wants to sue you
and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone forces you to
go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and
do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.
38

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the
righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what
reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if
you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do
not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father
is perfect.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
Children’s Message
43

The Word in Music
Message

Benjamin Britten

Jubilate Deo
All the Time

Rev. Jennifer Mills-Knutsen

Responding to God’s Word
Song of Response
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Pilgrim Hymnal 228
Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown;
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart.
Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit, let us find the promised rest;
take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.
Women: Come, almighty to deliver, let us all they life receive;
suddenly return, and never, nevermore they temples leave.
Men: Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as they hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.

All: Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee;
changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Offertory
Recognition of Ministry: Miranda Suit, Soup Kitchen
Hymn of Commitment
Mayenziwe
In Xhosa: Mayensiwe 'nta-ndo ya kho. (5X)
In English: Your will be done on Earth, O Lord. (5X)
The Blessing

Leading in today’s service are Liam Dunachie, Scott Stroman
and Rev. Jennifer Mills-Knutsen.
Thank you the Janssen Family for hosting Fellowship Hour today.
The flowers today are provided by the Daley Family
in loving memory of Becky Daley.

SECURITY NOTICE
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE BELONGINGS UNATTENDED

News of the Church
The Crèche is available for families with young children (0-3 years).
Sunday School—Adults gather at 9:45am, youth at 10am and children begin in
worship before leaving to attend their own classes.
Cold Weather Shelter at AIC—The shelter season is halfway through, but we can
always use more volunteers! If you are interested in helping out, please contact
Jonathan: jonathan@amchurch.co.uk.
AIC 20s & 30s Group—Are you under 40ish? Are you looking to meet new
people, go deeper in faith and get connected to AIC? E-mail
jonathan@amchurch.co.uk to be added to the group e-mail list. Our next events
are:
Sunday Fellowship Lunch, 5 March, 12:30 p.m.
Join us in the Choir Room after the service for a light lunch as we chat and
catch up.
Brews & Bible Fellowship, Monday, 20 March, 7:30 p.m.
The Carpenters Arms, 68-70 Whitfield Street, London, W1T 4EY
Come enjoy a beer, food, and fellowship—no preparation required!
Men’s Retreat—Our sister church here in the UK, the International Community
Church of Surrey, will be having their annual men’s retreat from the 17th to the
19th of March. This year’s theme is Hope in the City with guest speaker Ben Virgo.
If you would like more information, please email info@amchurch.co.uk.
IJM Partnership Sunday—Our church is entering a new partnership with
International Justice Mission to directly support their work in the Philippines,
through offices in Manila and Cebu, which is especially focused on child sex
trafficking. On Sunday, March 19, we will inaugurate this partnership with a
worship and prayer service learning more about IJM’s work and how we can
support them.

Mission Prayer Focus
The Soup Kitchen — The Soup Kitchen at AIC serves 60-80 people a midday
meal, five days a week. It is not only a source of food, but companionship,
community and support. Soup Kitchen Director Miranda Suit is retiring on 28
February after 10 years of excellent ministry. Alex Brown, the Welcomer, will
be stepping in as Interim Director. Please pray for Miranda, Alex, staff, guests,
and the ministry of the Soup Kitchen during this time of transition.

Tithes and Offerings If you prefer to give your tithes and offerings via bank
transfer, you may do so with the following information:
Beneficiary:
The American Church in London
Sort Code:
40-05-16
Account Number:
81651498
Please also note to email info@amchurch.co.uk so that we are able to track your
donation. Thank you.
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