
 Tithes and Offerings If you prefer to give your tithes and offerings via bank  
transfer, you may do so with the following information: 
Beneficiary:  The American Church in London 
Sort Code:  40-05-16 
Account Number: 81651498 
Please also note to email info@amchurch.co.uk so that we are able to track your            
donation. Thank you. 

AIC Council Members 
Stuart Brown President    
Rob Thomas Treasurer 

Richard Abbott Personnel and Facilities      
Elizabeth Johnson Secretary and Fellowship    

Migdalia van der Hoven Communications 
Judith Chilcote and R. Nelson At-Large 

We are a Christian community, open to all people seeking Christ’s touch and      
blessing. A healthy church is built on Jesus Christ and expressed through fellowship, 
worship, discipleship and mission. And so as God’s church we live to fellowship        
sincerely, worship actively, grow in our knowledge and understanding of Jesus, and 
to offer ourselves in service to this community and the world.  
 
In worship we... 
Praise the Lord in song, 
Hear the Word of God proclaimed in preaching, 
Profess our faith in God as Father, Son and Spirit,  
Offer prayers of petition and thanks, 
Confess our sins and receive words of pardon, 
Share in the sacraments, communion and baptism,  
Give freely in support of the church’s work. 
 
We’re glad you’ve decided to join us today.  
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October 23, 2016 

The Community of the Spirit  
Speaks to the “Free” World 



Preparing to Hear God’s Word 

Introit                    Scott Stroman 

Serve the Lord with Gladness 

Welcome 

We Worship in Song 
We Plow the Fields and Scatter                Pilgrim Hymnal 460 

We plough the fields, and scatter the good seed on the land, 
but it is fed and watered by God's almighty hand: 

he sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain, 
the breezes, and the sunshine, and soft, refreshing rain. 

Refrain: 
All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above; 
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all his love. 

He only is the maker of all things near and far; 
he paints the wayside flower, he lights the evening star; 
the winds and waves obey him, by him the birds are fed; 

much more to us, his children, he gives our daily bread. [Refrain] 

We thank thee then, O Father, for all things bright and good, 
the seed-time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food. 

Accept the gifts we offer for all thy love imparts, 
and, what thou most desirest, our humble, thankful hearts. [Refrain] 

 

 

News of the Church 

Children’s Ministry Volunteers Needed: We are looking for volunteers to join our 
Children's Ministry team this autumn! The commitment would be one or two Sundays a 
month. Email jonathan@amchurch.co.uk for more information. 

The Crèche is available for families with young children (0-3 years). 

Join the Choir! The AIC choir rehearses on Wednesday evenings at 7pm and    
Sunday mornings at 10am. Newcomers are welcome! Contact Scott Stroman,               
music@amchurch.co.uk, for more information. 

Sunday School takes place for all ages. Adults gather at 9:45am, youth at 10am 
and children begin in worship before leaving to attend their own classes.  

Newcomers Gathering: Are you new to AIC? Would you like to meet people and 
learn more about the church? You’re invited to join us on Sunday, October 30, following 
worship for a luncheon and gathering with Jennifer and other AIC leaders. There will be 
an opportunity to formally join in membership on Sunday, November 6, but you are 
welcome to attend this gathering even if you are not ready to join the church. 

 

 

 

Staff News 

Joanne Beer, AIC's church secretary for the last three years, has departed for a year of 
maternity leave. She and her husband Andy are expecting their first child in a few weeks. We 
wish Joanne, Andy and their little one all the best, and give thanks for her service to AIC. 

Jonathan Miller has been hired to a new position as Mission & Ministry Intern. He will begin 
by filling in for Joanne until we can hire a replacement. He will also be coordinating this 
year's Cold Weather Shelter, supporting our children and youth ministries, and launching a 
new Bible study group for young adults, ages 18-25. We're glad to have him as part of the 
team! 



Offertory 

Doxology                Scott Stroman 
All things come from you, O Lord, and of your own do we give you.   

Song of Commitment 
Grace, Mercy and Peace                Scott Stroman 

Grace, mercy and peace be unto you, be unto you, 
grace, mercy and peace be unto you, unto you. 

From the Father and Jesus our Lord, 
grace, mercy and peace be unto you. 

The Blessing 

 

Leading in todayȭs service are Oli Smith and Rev. Jennifer Mills-Knutsen. 

Leading in todayȭs music are Liam Dunachie, Joanna Davies, Michael Brantley and 
Migdalia van der Hoven 

Thanks to Jan Bagby for hosting fellowship hour. 

 

 

 

 

 

SECURITY NOTICE 
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE BELONGINGS UNATTENDED 

Mission Prayer Focus 

Serge: This week, please pray for the mission and ministry of Serge, led by 
Oli and Constance Smith, reaching struggling communities in East London with 
food, grace and the love of Christ. Pray that this year’s harvest from the 
community garden would be bountiful, and the families that receive this food 
would be blessed to know God’s love. 

Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart              Dirksen, arr. Stroman 
Rejoice, ye pure in heart, rejoice, give thanks and sing!  

Your festal banner wave on high, the cross of Christ your King, 

Chorus: 
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing. 

Bright youth and snow crowned age, strong men and maidens meek, 
raise high your free, exulting song, God’s wondrous praises speak. [Chorus] 

With voice as full and strong as ocean’s surging praise, 
send forth the hymns our fathers loved, the psalms of ancient days.  [Chorus] 

Yes, on through life's long path, still chanting as we go,  
from youth to age, by night and day, in gladness and in woe.  [Chorus] 

Praise him who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore,  
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, one God for evermore!  [Chorus] 

He Is Exalted                       Twila Paris 
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high; 

I will praise Him. 
He is exalted, forever exalted, and I will praise His name. 

He is the Lord, forever His truth shall reign. 
Heaven and earth rejoice in His holy name! 

He is exalted, the King is exalted on high… on high, on high, on high. 

Call to Worship 
Leader: Praise be to God, who is very great! You are clothed in honor and majesty. 
People: Praise be to God, who set the earth on its foundations. 
Leader: You raised the mountains and spread out the valleys below. 
People: You make the rivers flow, full of fish, hippo and crocodile. 
Leader: You provide rain for crops, sun’s rays that they may grow, grain and fruit in 

abundance. 
People: Your children dwell in village and town; they walk dusty roads and till 

their fields, they toil in factory and mine. 
Leader: They seek justice and hunger for peace, and long for equality among the 

nations. 
People: O God, how many are your works, in wisdom you have made them all. 

Praise be to God! 
Allen Myrick, Zimbabwe 



Opening Prayer 
Gracious God, we give you thanks for all the ways that you bless our lives: the beauty 
and abundance of nature, the love of family and friends, the joy of knowing you and 
hearing your word. Send Your Spirit during this time of worship so that we might 
dream your dreams and see visions of the world as you created it to be. Guide our 
thoughts and actions. Bring us closer to you so that we might do your will and dwell in 
your house forever. Amen. 

Christopher Ney, United States   

Passing the Peace of Christ 

News of the Church 

Hearing God’s Word 

Scripture Reading         Stuart Brown 

Joel 2:23-32 
23 Be glad, people of Zion, rejoice in the LORD your God, for he has given you the 
autumn rains because he is faithful. He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and 
spring rains, as before. 24 The threshing floors will be filled with grain; the vats will 
overflow with new wine and oil. 25 “I will repay you for the years the locusts have 
eaten—the great locust and the young locust, the other locusts and the locust swarm—
my great army that I sent among you. 26 You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, 
and you will praise the name of the LORD your God, who has worked wonders for you; 
never again will my people be shamed. 27 Then you will know that I am in Israel, that I 
am the LORD your God, and that there is no other; never again will my people be 
shamed. 28 “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see 
visions. 29 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 
days. 30 I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows 
of smoke. 31 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. 32 And everyone who calls on the 
name of the LORD will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be 
deliverance, as the LORD has said, even among the survivors whom the LORD calls. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

Children’s Message 

The Word in Song                   John Rutter 
Out of the Deep 

Message           Oli Smith 
The Community of the Spirit Speaks to the ȰFreeȱ World 

Responding to God’s Word 

Hymn of Response 
How Great Thou Art      Swedish Folk Melody, arr. Hine 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the works Thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder: 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 

Refrain: 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee; 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee: 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze: [Refrain] 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 
and there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art. [Refrain] 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 


