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Preparing to Hear God’s Word
Introit

Piae Cantones (1582), arr. Stroman

On This Day the Earth Shall Ring

Welcome
We Worship in Song
O Come, All Ye Faithful
Pilgrim Hymnal 132
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him, born the King of Angels:
Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;
word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; [Refrain]
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God, all glory in the highest; [Refrain]
Good Christians, Now Rejoice
German-Latin Carol
Good Christians, now rejoice, with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!

Good Christians now rejoice, with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss; Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath oped the heavenly door, and we are blessed evermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!
Good Christians, now rejoice, with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all, to gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

Lighting of the Advent Candle: Love
Judith Chilcote, Constance Jackson and Zena Martin

Call to Worship
Leader: We are a people who seek to be brought together by the love
of Christ.
People: Our faith teaches us that God gives us unconditional love
and forgiveness.
Leader: Acknowledging God’s free gift of grace, we light the Candle of
Love.
People: With love our guide, let us worship God.
Jolene Cadenbach, United States

Prayer of Invocation
Lord Jesus, for eternities now, heaven and earth, like fond grandparents,
have thrilled at the sight of the children’s children ever bringing forth
children. And now, amid the starlit night, comes the incomparable Child,
the smile of God and tenderness toward humanity. We beg you, Lord,
revive in us the hope of your hope, the peace of your peace, the love of your
love and the joy of your joy, forever and ever. Amen. (Silent Prayer)

Pierre Talec, France

Passing the Peace of Christ
News of the Church

Hearing God’s Word
Scripture Reading

Jill Abbott
Luke 1:26-38
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The
angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The
Lord is with you.” 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered
what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give
birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of
his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his
kingdom will never end.” 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since
I am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be

born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going
to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to
conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 38 “I
am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.”
Then the angel left her.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
The Word in Song

arr. Stroman

Once in Royal David’s City

Listening to the Story of Christmas
Mary and the Angel
Angels, From the Realms of Glory
Tune: Regent Square, arr. Stroman
Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth;
ye who sang creation's story now proclaim Messiah's birth:
Refrain:
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born king.
Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen his natal star: [Refrain]
Saints, before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear;
suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear: [Refrain]
Joseph, Mary and the Baby Jesus
Ding Dong, Merrily on High

French Tune (1588)

The Shepherds and the Angels
While Shepherd Watched Their Flocks
Tune: Lyngham
While shepherds watched their flocks by night,
all seated on the ground, all seated on the ground;
the angel of the Lord came down, and glory shone around, around,
and glory shone around, and glory shone around.
"Fear not!" said he, for mighty dread
had seized their troubled mind, had seized their troubled mind.
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind, mankind,
to you and all mankind, to you and all mankind.”

"To you, in David's town, this day
is born of David's line, is born of David's line,
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord, and this shall be the sign,
and this shall be the sign, the sign, and this shall be the sign,
and this shall be the sign:"
"The heavenly babe you there shall find
to human view displayed, to human view displayed,
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands,
and in a manger laid, (a) manger laid, and in a manger laid,
and in a manger laid."
Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith
appeared a shining throng, appeared a shining throng
of angels praising God who thus
addressed their joyful song, their song, addressed their joyful song,
addressed their joyful song:
"All glory be to God on high,
and to the earth be peace, and to the earth be peace;
good will henceforth from heaven to earth
begin and never cease, never cease, begin and never cease,
begin and never cease!"
The Shepherds Tell the Good News
Mary’s Boy Child

Jester Hairston, arr. Stroman

Joy to the World!
Anon., arr. Stroman
Joy to the world, the Lord is come, let earth receive her king.
Let every heart prepare Him room, and Heaven and nature sing,
and Heaven and nature sing, and Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.
Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns, let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
the glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love,
and wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders, of His love.

Responding to God’s Word
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Offertory

Uganda / Tanzania, arr. Stroman

Yesu Ulale / Bwana Yesu Amezaliwa
Carol of Commitment
Go, Tell It On the Mountain
Trad. USA
Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. [Refrain]
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Saviour's birth. [Refrain]
Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,
and God send us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain]

The Blessing
Leading in today’s service are Liam Dunachie, Scott Stroman,
and Rev. Jennifer Mills-Knutsen.
Thanks to Edna Abad for hosting Fellowship Hour.

SECURITY NOTICE
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE BELONGINGS UNATTENDED

News of the Church
The Crèche is available for families with young children (0-3 years).
Sunday School: All classes will resume again after the new year on January 8.
Adults gather at 9:45am, youth at 10am and children begin in worship before
leaving to attend their own classes.
Flower Dedication—If you would like to donate flowers to the church on Sunday
mornings (cost of £35), you can sign up during Fellowship Hour or contact the
Church Office at info@amchurch.co.uk

Christmas Celebration at the Manse — Saturday, December 17, 4:00 to 6:00
p.m. The Mills-Knutsen family invites you to the manse for Christmas treats. All
are welcome!
Cookies for Christmas: On Christmas Eve, the AIC Choir will visit Pentonville
Prison to bring music and Christmas cheer. Help is needed to also deliver cookies
to the staff and security working through the holiday. Can you bake some of your
favorites and deliver them to church by 6:00 p.m. on 23 December? The choir
members will deliver them on their Christmas Eve visit.
Cold Weather Shelter at AIC: This January to March, we will be welcoming
guests every Wednesday night four our ninth year with the Community of
Camden Churches Cold Weather Shelter. To accomplish this, we are in need of
volunteers to help out in the kitchen and have a meal with our guests during the
dinner, overnight or breakfast shifts over the course of the ten weeks that we host
the shelter. If you are interested in helping out, please contact Jonathan
at jonathan@amchurch.co.uk for more information on getting trained up and put
on the rota.
Tithes and Offerings If you prefer to give your tithes and offerings via bank
transfer, you may do so with the following information:
Beneficiary:
The American Church in London
Sort Code:
40-05-16
Account Number:
81651498
Please also note to email info@amchurch.co.uk so that we are able to track your
donation. Thank you.

Mission Prayer Focus
Musalaha: In this time of great upheaval across the Middle East,
we pray for the work of Musalaha in Israel and Palestine, facilitating
reconciliation through peace and renewed unity.
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