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Preparing to Hear God’s Word
Introit

Stroman

Hodie Christus Natus Est
(This Day Christ is Born)

Welcome
We Worship in Song
Good Christians, Now Rejoice
Pilgrim Hymnal 125
Good Christians, now rejoice, with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!
Good Christians now rejoice, with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss; Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath oped the heavenly door, and we are blessed evermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

Good Christians, now rejoice, with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all, to gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!
Call to Worship
Leader: Glory to God in the highest!
People: And hope to every discouraged heart.
Leader: Glory to God in the highest!
People: And peace to every conflicted soul.
Leader: Glory to God in the highest!
People: And joy to every downcast spirit.
Leader: Glory to God in the highest!
People: And love to everyone.
Leader: Let us sing praises to our God.
People: Let us offer this light against the darkness.
Joanna Harader, United States

Prayer of Invocation
O Holy One, you are Word made flesh, Eternity captured in a life within
time, heaven laid in a manger stall, the Light dipped down into our
darkness. We pray that you will forgive our sins and make us clean and
open to receive you at your coming. Loose us today from our treacheries
toward you and our cruelties toward one another. Now we have come
again, dear Lord, to the time of the Morning Star, to your self moving as
open touch to our fisted exclusiveness; as a carol sung to our meagerness;
as Rose to our bitterness; as love to our emptiness. You are upon us as sky,
hands, songs, garlands, tastes, making us yours in joy. We marvel not that
angelic hosts sang and shouted for joy. Amen. (Silent Prayer)
Richard Wilcox, Spain

Passing the Peace of Christ
News of the Church

Hearing God’s Word
Scripture Reading

Jonathan Miller
John 1:1-14
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What
has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Cantata BWV 62

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland
Now Come, Savior of the Heathens

J.S. Bach

Chorus: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland
Now come, Savior of the heathens, known as the Virgin's child,
over whom the whole world marvels, that God had ordained such a birth for Him.

Aria (tenor): Bewundert, o Menschen
Marvel, O humanity, at this great mystery: the Supreme Ruler appears to the world.
Here the treasures of heaven are uncovered, here a divine manna is presented to us,
O miracle! The purity will be entirely unblemished.

Recitative (bass): So geht aus Gottes Herrlichkeit und Thron
Thus from God's glory and throne goes forth His only-begotten Son.
The hero out of Judah breaks forth to run His course with joy
and to purchase us fallen ones. O brilliant radiance, O wonderful light of blessing!

Aria (bass): Streite, siege, starker Held!
Struggle, conquer, powerful hero! Be mighty for us in the flesh!
Be effective, to strengthen the potential in us, the weak!

Recitative (soprano, alto): Wir ehren diese Herrlichkeit
We honor this glory and approach Your manger now
and praise with joyful lips what You have prepared for us;
the darkness does not confuse us and we see Your eternal light.

Chorale: Lob sei Gott dem Vater ton
Praise be to God the Father; praise be to God, His only Son;
Praise be to God, the Holy Spirit, for ever and in eternity!

Meditation

Rev. Jennifer Mills-Knutsen
Word and Flesh, Light and Love

Responding to God’s Word
Christmas Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Hymn of Preparation
I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day
Longfellow
I heard the bells on Christmas day their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet the words repeat of peace of earth, good will to men.
I thought how, as the day had come, the belfries of all Christendom
had rolled along th'unbroken song of peace on earth, good will to men.
And in despair I bowed my head: "There is no peace on earth," I said,
"for hate is strong, and mocks the song of peace on earth, good will to men."
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;
the wrong shall fail, the right prevail,
with peace on earth, good will to men."

Till, ringing, singing on its way, the world revolved from night to day
a voice, a chime, a chant sublime, of peace on earth, good will to men.
Celebration of the Lord's Supper
*There is a gluten-free option available for the communion bread. You will
see it marked up front.
Communion Music
There is No Rose

Anon (14th C.)

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Great God, all sufficient for us, like a mother with her newborn child: we
praise you for the coming of your uniquely precious one, Jesus, to be our
shining star. We praise you for all who hear his laughter through the
silence and make their way through sorrow to his eternal joy. We praise
you that we have been here with bread and wine, to celebrate the coming,
the shining, the living, the breaking, the dying and the resurrection of the
Prince of Peace. Be praised and glorified, eternal God, here this Christmas
Day and every day of the year.

Alan Gaunt, United Kingdom

Offertory
Andante from Sonata in A minor

Anne Beitel, Violin
J. S. Bach

Carol of Commitment
Joy to the World!
Pilgrim Hymnal 130
Joy to the world, the Lord is come, let earth receive her king.
Let every heart prepare Him room, and Heaven and nature sing,
and Heaven and nature sing, and Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns, let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
the glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love,
and wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders, of His love.
The Blessing

Leading in today’s service are Liam Dunachie, Scott Stroman,
and Rev. Jennifer Mills-Knutsen.
Choir Soloists: Catharine Woodward, Soprano
Rachel Maby, Mezzo-soprano
John Vallance, Tenor
Oliver Gibbs, Baritone
Anne Beitel, Violin
Liam Dunachie, Organ

SECURITY NOTICE
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE BELONGINGS UNATTENDED

News of the Church
The Crèche is available for families with young children (0-3 years).
Sunday School will resume on January 8. Adults gather at 9:45am,
youth at 10am and children begin in worship before leaving to attend their
own classes.

Flower Dedication—If you would like to donate flowers to the church on
Sunday mornings (cost of £35), you can sign up during Fellowship Hour or
contact the Church Office at info@amchurch.co.uk
Cold Weather Shelter at AIC—This January to March, we will be
welcoming guests every Wednesday night four our ninth year with the
Community of Camden Churches Cold Weather Shelter. To accomplish this,
we are in need of volunteers to help out in the kitchen and have a meal
with our guests during the dinner, overnight or breakfast shifts over the
course of the ten weeks that we host the shelter. If you are interested in
helping out, please contact Jonathan at jonathan@amchurch.co.uk for more
information on getting trained up and put on the rota.

Tithes and Offerings If you prefer to give your tithes and offerings
via bank transfer, you may do so with the following information:
Beneficiary:
The American Church in London
Sort Code:
40-05-16
Account Number:
81651498
Please also note to email info@amchurch.co.uk so that we are able to
track your
donation. Thank you.
AIC Council Members
Stuart Brown President
Rob Thomas Treasurer
Richard Abbott Personnel and Facilities
Elizabeth Johnson Secretary and Fellowship
Migdalia van der Hoven Communications
Judith Chilcote Worship
R. Nelson At-Large

We are a Christian community, open to all people seeking Christ’s
touch and
blessing. A healthy church is built on Jesus Christ and
expressed through fellowship, worship, discipleship and mission. And
so as God’s church we live to fellowship
sincerely, worship actively, grow in our knowledge and understanding of Jesus, and to
offer ourselves in service to this community and the world.
In worship we...
Praise the Lord in song,
Hear the Word of God proclaimed in preaching,
Profess our faith in God as Father, Son and Spirit,
Offer prayers of petition and thanks,
Confess our sins and receive words of pardon,
Share in the sacraments, communion and baptism,
Give freely in support of the church’s work.
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