A Christ-centered community of faith for all people,
in the heart of this great city.

Christmas Eve
December 24, 2016
Rev. Jennifer Mills-Knutsen, Senior Minister
Scott Stroman, Director of Worship and Music

Preparing to Hear God’s Word
Introit

Watchman, Tell Us of the Night

Joseph Perry

Christmas Proclamation
Opening Carol of Praise
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Pilgrim Hymnal 110
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of Hell Thy people save, and give them victory o'er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height,
in ancient times did'st give the Law, in cloud and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
Lighting of the Christ Candle

The Stroman Family

Call to Worship
Leader: Tonight is the night for which we have all been waiting.
People: Our Advent journey will now be completed
by the lighting of our Christ candle.
Leader: With the birth of Jesus, our lives will be forever changed.
We will be transformed by his model and message.
People: We light this candle to represent that
Christ is truly the center of our lives.

Jolene Cadenbach, United States

Prayer of Invocation
Lord, it is Christmas, and we have traced our way to the manger by the
light of a beam from a teardrop of a newborn child, crying for love, for
peace, in a war-torn, broken world. Loving God, this Christmas give us new
hope and strength, new meaning and power to change with love, with
understanding, to face challenges with courage, believing that a life
centered in You will never fail to build a world of peace, of compassion, of
love—the Love that was born at Christmas. Amen.

Savithri Devanesen, India

Passing the Peace of Christ
Welcome

Hearing God’s Word
The First Lesson
The Word in Song
The Second Lesson

Isaiah 9:2,6-7
God’s Promise

Jonathan Miller

Trad. France, arr. Stroman
Sing We Now of Christmas
Luke 1:26-38
Mary and the Angel

Robin Brantley

Carol
Away in a Manger

Pilgrim Hymnal 137
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay;
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus: look down from the sky
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care;
prepare us for heaven to live with you there.

The Third Lesson

Luke 2:1-7
Christ is Born

The Word in Song

Jill Abbott

O Jesu Sweet, O Jesu Mild

The Fourth Lesson

Luke 2:8-15
Benjamin Mills-Knutsen
The Shepherds and the Angels

Carol
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Pilgrim Hymnal 120
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King;
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"
Christ, by highest heav'n adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold him come, offspring of a Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity,
pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Son of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings,
mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die,
born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"
The Fifth Lesson
The Word in Song

Luke 2:15-20
The Shepherds Share the Good News
See, Amid the Winter’s Snow

Sally Calimoso
Goss, arr. Willcocks

Carol
In the Bleak Midwinter
Pilgrim Hymnal 128
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
in the bleak midwinter, long ago.

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed
the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him: give my heart.
Meditation

Wish Fulfillment

Rev. Jennifer Mills-Knutsen

Carol
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
Pilgrim Hymnal 129
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold;
"peace on the earth, goodwill to men, from heaven’s all gracious King."
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

And ye, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending low,
Who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow,
Look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing;
Oh, rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing!
For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets bards foretold,
when with the ever-circling years comes round the age of gold;
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing.

Responding to God’s Word
Christmas Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Christmas Offering

The Babe of Bethlehem
(Dedicated to the American Church in London)

Ernest Baker

Sharing the Light of Christ
Carols of Contemplation and Commitment
Silent Night
Pilgrim Hymnal 138
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin, mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth.
O Come, All Ye Faithful
Pilgrim Hymnal 132
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him, born the King of Angels:
Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;
word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; [Refrain]
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God, all glory in the highest; [Refrain]
Christmas Blessing
The flowers on the altar are dedicated by Raymond Gozo and Rita Salmi,
thanking and praising God for their 15th anniversary.
May the peace of Christ be with everyone this Yuletide season!

Merry Christmas
On behalf of the congregation and staff of the
American International Church,
we wish you a blessed and holy Christmas.

We hope you’ll join us on Sunday mornings
for worship at 11:00 a.m.
The crèche is available for families with young children,
aged 0-3 years, and Sunday School for
children, youth and adults will resume on January 8.

Tithes and Offerings If you prefer to give your tithes and offerings via
bank transfer, you may do so with the following information:
Beneficiary:
The American Church in London
Sort Code:
40-05-16
Account Number:
81651498
Please also note to email info@amchurch.co.uk so that we are able to track
your donation. Thank you.
Cold Weather Shelter at AIC—This January to March, we will be
welcoming guests every Wednesday night four our ninth year with the
Community of Camden Churches Cold Weather Shelter. To accomplish this,
we are in need of volunteers to help out in the kitchen and have a meal
with our guests during the dinner, overnight or breakfast shifts over the
course of the ten weeks that we host the shelter. If you are interested in
helping out, please contact Jonathan at jonathan@amchurch.co.uk for
more information on getting trained up and put on the rota.
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