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Preparing to Hear God’s Word
Introit

Come Sing!

Stroman

(English words paraphrased from Jacopone da Todi, b. 1230)

Welcome
We Worship in Song
Angels We Have Heard on High
Pilgrim Hymnal 116
Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo, gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be, which inspire your heavenly song.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo, gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore, on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the new-born King.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo, gloria, in excelsis Deo.
Joy Has Dawned
Getty and Townend
Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from creation:
God's salvation now unfurled, hope for every nation.
Not with fanfares from above, not with scenes of glory.
But a humble gift of love: Jesus, born of Mary.
Sounds of wonder fill the sky with the songs of angels,
as the mighty Prince of life shelters in a stable.
Hands that set each star in place, shaped the earth in darkness,
cling now to a mother's breast, vulnerable and helpless.
Shepherds bow before the Lamb, gazing at the glory;
gifts of men from distant lands prophesy the story:
gold, a King is born today, incense, God is with us,
myrrh, His death will make a way, and by His blood He'll win us.
Son of Adam, Son of heav’n, given as a ransom,
reconciling God and man, Christ, our mighty Champion.
What a Saviour, what a friend, what a glorious mystery:
once a babe in Bethlehem, now the Lord of history.

Lighting of the Advent Candle: Joy

The Gozo Family

Call to Worship
Leader: Joy to the world!
People: Our God is now coming to bring us “good news.”
Leader: May we sing songs of praise and gladness.
People: We know that our Savior reigns.
Jolene Cadenbach, United States

Prayer of Invocation
Loving God, our spirits rejoice in all your gracious acts towards us, most of
all, the event we so look forward to—the wonderful and precious gift of
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. We give thanks for the willingness of Mary
to believe that the impossible could and would happen. Help us to have a
like faith. Open our hearts and minds to believe that your promises can
come to surprising fulfillment. Show us how we can best serve you with
mercy and in humility, empowering people to live lives of dignity and
worth.
Moira Laidlaw, Australia

Passing the Peace of Christ
News of the Church

Hearing God’s Word
Scripture Reading

Sally Calimoso

Luke 1:46-55
Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord 47 and my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior, 48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed, 49 for the Mighty One has
done great things for me—holy is his name. 50 His mercy extends to those
who fear him, from generation to generation. 51 He has performed mighty
deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost
thoughts. 52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted
up the humble. 53 He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the
rich away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be
merciful 55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised
our ancestors.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
46 And

Children’s Message

The Word in Song
Message

And the Glory of the Lord

G. F. Handel

Rev. Jennifer Mills-Knutsen
Meek and Mighty Mary

Responding to God’s Word
Song of Response
What Child is This
Pilgrim Hymnal 140
What Child is this who, laid to rest on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom Angels greet with anthems sweet,
while shepherds watch are keeping?
Chorus: This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste, to bring Him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.

Why lies He in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. [Chorus]
So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh; come peasant, king to own Him;
the King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone Him. [Chorus]
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Offertory
Andante from Sonata in A minor

Anne Beitel, Violin
J. S. Bach

Carol of Commitment
The First Nowell
The first Nowell the angel did say,
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Refrain: Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel; born is the King of Israel.
They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night. [Refrain]
And by the light of that same star three Wise Men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,
and to follow the star wherever it went. [Refrain]
This star drew nigh to the northwest, o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;
and there it did both stop and stay,
right over the place where Jesus lay. [Refrain]

Then entered in those Wise Men three, full reverently upon their knee,
and offered there, in his presence,
their gold and myrrh and frankincense. [Refrain]
The Blessing
Leading in today’s service are Liam Dunachie, Scott Stroman,
and Rev. Jennifer Mills-Knutsen.

Thanks to Judith Chilcote for hosting Fellowship Hour.

SECURITY NOTICE
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE BELONGINGS UNATTENDED

News of the Church
The Crèche is available for families with young children (0-3 years).
Sunday School will resume again after the new year on January 8.
Adults gather at 9:45am, youth at 10am and children begin in worship
before leaving to attend their own classes.
Flower Dedication—If you would like to donate flowers to the church on
Sunday mornings (cost of £35), you can sign up during Fellowship Hour or
contact the Church Office at info@amchurch.co.uk
Cookies for Christmas—On Christmas Eve, the AIC Choir will visit
Pentonville Prison to bring music and Christmas cheer. Help is needed to
also deliver cookies to the staff and security working through the holiday.
Can you bake some of your favorites and deliver them to church by 6:00
p.m. on 23 December? The choir members will deliver them on their
Christmas Eve visit.
Cold Weather Shelter at AIC—This January to March, we will be
welcoming guests every Wednesday night four our ninth year with the
Community of Camden Churches Cold Weather Shelter. To accomplish this,
we are in need of volunteers to help out in the kitchen and have a meal
with our guests during the dinner, overnight or breakfast shifts over the
course of the ten weeks that we host the shelter. If you are interested in
helping out, please contact Jonathan at jonathan@amchurch.co.uk for more
information on getting trained up and put on the rota.

Mission Prayer Focus
Chaplaincy at Pentonville Prison: Pentonville Prison in north
London houses inmates for up to three months, those with short
sentences or awaiting transfer for longer sentences. The chaplains at
Pentonville work with the men through worship services, bible study
and counselling during their short time there. AIC’s Scott Stroman
regularly helps with music for their worship services, and our choir
will sing with them on Christmas Eve. Please pray that the men housed
at Pentonville will take this opportunity to change their lives, and that
the guards and staff will find ways to offer both correction and
compassion in their work.

Tithes and Offerings If you prefer to give your tithes and offerings
via bank transfer, you may do so with the following information:
Beneficiary:
The American Church in London
Sort Code:
40-05-16
Account Number:
81651498
Please also note to email info@amchurch.co.uk so that we are able to
track your
donation. Thank you.
AIC Council Members
Stuart Brown President
Rob Thomas Treasurer
Richard Abbott Personnel and Facilities
Elizabeth Johnson Secretary and Fellowship
Migdalia van der Hoven Communications
Judith Chilcote Worship
R. Nelson At-Large

We are a Christian community, open to all people seeking Christ’s
touch and
blessing. A healthy church is built on Jesus Christ and
expressed through fellowship, worship, discipleship and mission. And
so as God’s church we live to fellowship
sincerely, worship actively, grow in our knowledge and understanding of Jesus, and to
offer ourselves in service to this community and the world.
In worship we...
Praise the Lord in song,
Hear the Word of God proclaimed in preaching,
Profess our faith in God as Father, Son and Spirit,
Offer prayers of petition and thanks,
Confess our sins and receive words of pardon,
Share in the sacraments, communion and baptism,
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