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Preparing to Hear God’s Word
Introit

Graham Hendrick, arr. Stroman

How Good and How Pleasant

Welcome
We Worship in Song
Majesty

Jack Hayford, arr. Stroman

Majesty, worship His majesty;
unto Jesus be glory, honor and praise.
Majesty, kingdom, authority flows from His throne,
unto His own, His anthem raise.
So exalt, lift up on high, the name of Jesus,
magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus the King.
Majesty, worship His majesty;
Jesus who died, now glorified, King of all Kings.

O Lord, Our Lord, How Majestic is Your Name
Michael W. Smith
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth. (Repeat)
O Lord, we praise your name; O Lord, we magnify your name:
Prince of Peace, mighty God! O Lord, God Almighty.
Mighty is Our God

Moen/Greco/Gustafson, arr. Stroman

Mighty is our God, mighty is our King,
mighty is our God, ruler of everything.
Glory is our God, glory is our King,
glory is our God, ruler of everything.

His name is higher, higher than any other name,
His power is greater, He has created everything!
Mighty is our God…

Call to Worship
Leader: You’re blessed you when you’re at the end of your rope.
People: With less of us there is more of God.
Leader: You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost
what is most dear to you.
People: Then we can be embraced by the One most dear to us.
Leader: You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are—
no more, no less.
People: That’s the moment we find ourselves proud owners
of everything that can’t be bought.
Leader: You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a
good appetite for God.
People: God is food and drink in the best meal we’ll ever eat.
Leader: You’re blessed when you care.
People: At the moment of being ‘care-full,’
we find ourselves cared for.
Leader: You’re blessed when you get your inside world—
your mind and heart—put right.
People: Then we can see God in the outside world.
Leader: You’re blessed when you can show people how to
cooperate instead of compete or fight.
People: That’s when we discover who we really are,
and our place in God’s family.
Leader: You’re blessed when your commitment to God
provokes persecution.
People: The persecution drives us even deeper
into God’s kingdom.
Leader: Count yourselves blessed every time people put you down or
throw you out or speak lies about you to discredit me. What it
means is that the truth is too close for comfort and they are
uncomfortable.
People: We can be glad when that happens—give a cheer, even!—
for though they don’t like it, God does! And all heaven
applauds. And know that you are in good company. God’s
prophets and witnesses have always gotten into this kind
of trouble.
Matthew 5:1-12, The Message, United States

Prayer of Confession
You asked for our hands that you might use them for your purpose. We
gave them for a moment, then withdrew them, for the work was hard. You
asked for our mouths to speak out against injustice. We gave you a whisper
that we might not be accused. You asked for our eyes to see the pain of
poverty. We closed them, for we did not want to see. You asked for our
lives, that you might work through us. We gave a small part that we might
not get too involved.
God, forgive our calculated efforts to serve you only when it is convenient,
only where it is safe, only with those who make it easy. God, forgive us.
Renew us, send us out, as usable instruments, that we might take seriously
the meaning of your cross. Amen. (Silent Prayer)
Joe Seremane, South Africa

Assurance of Pardon and Passing the Peace of Christ
News of the Church
Moment of Remembrance for Becky Daley

Hearing God’s Word
Scripture Reading

Sophia Pratt

Matthew 5:1-12
when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat
down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them. He
said: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6 Blessed
are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8 Blessed
are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9 Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.10 Blessed are those
who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be
glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
1 Now

Children’s Message

The Word in Music

Edgar Bainton

And I Saw a New Heaven

Message

Rev. Jennifer Mills-Knutsen
Holding on to God’s Blessings

Responding to God’s Word
Song of Response
There is a Balm in Gilead
Chorus:
There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole;
There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul.
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Celebration of the Lord's Supper
*There is a gluten-free option available for the communion bread. You will
see it marked up front.

Communion Anthem

W.A. Mozart

Ave Verum
Hail, true body born of the virgin Mary,
who truly suffered, sacrificed on the cross for man,
whose pierced side overflowed with water and blood;
be for us a foretaste in the test of death.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Thank you, God: for the bread and the cup, for the life and the Love, for the
wisdom to walk into your world. With your strength, our faith is
strengthened. With your love, our love grows. Help us to share that love,
strength and faith. Help us to accept when others share it with us, that it
might change the world. Amen.
Richard Bott, Canada

Offertory

Doxology

Joanna Davies, Alto Flute
Praise God, from who all blessings flow;
praise Him all creatures here below;
praise Him above ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Song of Commitment
Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart
Dirksen, arr. Stroman
Rejoice, ye pure in heart, rejoice, give thanks and sing!
Your festal banner wave on high, the cross of Christ your King,
Chorus: Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing.
Bright youth and snow crowed age, strong men and maidens meek,
raise high your free, exulting song, God’s wondrous praises speak.
(Chorus)
With voice as full and strong as ocean’s surging praise,
send forth the hymns our fathers loved, the psalms of ancient days.
(Chorus)
Yes, on through life's long path, still chanting as we go,
from youth to age, by night and day, in gladness and in woe.
(Chorus)
Praise him who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore,
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, one God for evermore!
(Chorus)
The Blessing
Leading in today’s service are Scott Stroman and Rev. Jennifer Mills-Knutsen.
Thank you to our musicians Michael Brantley, Joanna Davies,
Liam Dunachie and Migdalia van der Hoven.
Thank you to the Abbott Family for hosting Fellowship Hour today.
The flowers today are provided by the Daley Family
in loving memory of Becky Daley.

SECURITY NOTICE
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE BELONGINGS UNATTENDED

News of the Church
The Crèche is available for families with young children (0-3 years).
Sunday School—Adults gather at 9:45am, youth at 10am and children
begin in worship before leaving to attend their own classes.
Cold Weather Shelter at AIC—Shelter season has begun! We are
welcoming guests every Wednesday night for our ninth year with the
Community of Camden Churches Cold Weather Shelter (C4WS). If you are
interested
in
helping
out,
please
contact
Jonathan:
jonathan@amchurch.co.uk.
AIC 20s & 30s Group—Are you under 40ish? Are you looking to meet new
people, go deeper in faith and get connected to AIC? E-mail
jonathan@amchurch.co.uk to be added to the group e-mail list. Our next
events are:
Sunday Fellowship Lunch, TODAY, 5 February, 12:30 p.m.
Beyond Bread Bakery, 2 Charlotte Place, London, W1T 1
Join us after the service for a light lunch at a nearby bakery as we
chat and catch up.
Ladies Night Dinner, Friday, 10 February, 7:00 p.m.
Zizzi's, Unit 15 Cardinal Walk, Victoria, London, SW1E 5JE
All ladies are welcome to the monthly ladies dinner for a night of
fun and fellowship! Come as you are! (Budget: £15-20).

Mission Prayer Focus
H.O.M.E. (Health Outreach to the Middle East) Mobile Clinic in
Lebanon — The Mobile Clinic ministry began in 2006 and serves the
purpose of taking the advanced techniques of modern medicine to the
neediest in remote areas. A team of doctors and nurses participates in
these monthly medical outreaches, treating various illnesses and
providing medications to patients. This clinic continues to effectively
reach out to many of the 1.7 million Syrian refugees in addition to
many of the suffering local Lebanese population.

Tithes and Offerings If you prefer to give your tithes and offerings
via bank transfer, you may do so with the following information:
Beneficiary:
The American Church in London
Sort Code:
40-05-16
Account Number:
81651498
Please also note to email info@amchurch.co.uk so that we are able to
track your donation. Thank you.
AIC Council Members
Stuart Brown President
Rob Thomas Treasurer
Richard Abbott Personnel and Facilities
Elizabeth Johnson Secretary and Fellowship
Migdalia van der Hoven Communications
Judith Chilcote Worship
R. Nelson At-Large

We are a Christian community, open to all people seeking Christ’s touch
and blessing. A healthy church is built on Jesus Christ and expressed
through fellowship, worship, discipleship and mission. And so as God’s
church we live to fellowship sincerely, worship actively, grow in our
knowledge and understanding of Jesus, and to offer ourselves in service to
this community and the world.
In worship we...
Praise the Lord in song,
Hear the Word of God proclaimed in preaching,
Profess our faith in God as Father, Son and Spirit,
Offer prayers of petition and thanks,
Confess our sins and receive words of pardon,
Share in the sacraments, communion and baptism,
Give freely in support of the church’s work.
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