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Preparing to Hear God’s Word
Introit

Trad. USA, arr. Stroman
Rise Up, Shepherd and Follow / Wonderful Counselor

Welcome
We Worship in Song
O Little Town of Bethlehem
Pilgrim Hymnal 134
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the king, and peace to all on earth.
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem! Descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!
Salam, Salam
Trad. Palestine, arr. Stroman
Chorus: Salam, Salam, Li sh’b il rabi fi kolimakaan. [Repeat]
“Peace, peace to all God's people everywhere.”
“Your peace, we cannot comprehend.
Within us and never ending,
despite what the future may bring,
You fill our lives with peace.” [Chorus]
“Even when our feet lose the way,
like sheep we wander, go astray,
Your Spirit guides us day by day,
restores our hearts with peace.” [Chorus]

Lighting of the Advent Candle: Peace

The Walton-Joffe Family

Call to Worship
Leader: We are a people who seek peace.
People: We know that God has told us to turn our weapons of war
into instruments that benefit all humanity.
Leader: We are called to ambassadors of reconciliation.
People: We gather to worship the Child who was born long ago to
become the Prince of Peace.
Jolene Cadenbach, United States

Prayer of Invocation
Creator God, You created the earth, whole and round; You created us to be
whole people. But we have become fragmented, cracked and broken. We
have been broken by false promises, lost relationships, shattered trust. We
have become cracked with the experience of systemic sin: prejudice,
oppression and fear. We have become fragmented, building up walls
instead of lending hands. Forgive us when we have done the breaking, heal
us where we have been hurt. Let Your light shine through our cracks and
scars so that we might bring the light of reconcilation to the world,
showing that in You we are made whole. Help us to forgive, to love, to
mend. Amen.

Mindi Welton-Mitchell, United States

Passing the Peace of Christ
News of the Church

Hearing God’s Word
Scripture Reading

Judith Chilcote

2 Corinthians 5: 16-21
from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though
we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new
is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the
world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he
has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.
We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
16 So

Children’s Message
The Word in Song
Message

For Unto Us
Reconciliation?

Handel
John Drake

Responding to God’s Word
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn of Preparation
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
Pilgrim Hymnal 107
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.
King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture, in the Body and the Blood
he will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food.
Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the Light of Light descendeth from the realms of endless day,
that the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.
At his feet the six-winged seraph; cherubim with sleepless eye,
veil their faces to the Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry,
"Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!"

Communing with God’s People
Invitation
The Great Thanksgiving
Leader: Let us lift up our hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Leader: It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God…
…Therefore with people of every nation, tribe and nation, with
the whole church on earth and in heaven, joyfully we give you
thanks and sing:
Sanctus
Celebration of the Lord's Supper
*There is a gluten-free option available for the communion bread. You will
see it marked up front.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Creator God, we praise you for your love in coming to us, unworthy though
we are. Give us grace to accept the Christ who comes in your name, and the
courage to be Christ for others. We praise and thank you, Creator God, for
you have not left us alone. Each year you come to us, Emmanuel, God with
us in a manger. Each time you come to us in the broken bread and the cup
we share. Give us courage, God our strength, to see your Christ in all who
suffer, to be hands to the helpless, food for the hungry, rescue for the
oppressed, and ambassadors of reconciliation in your name. Amen.

New Zealand Prayer Book

Offertory
Hymn of Commitment
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Pilgrim Hymnal 120
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King;
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity,
pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"
Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace! Hail the Son of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings,
mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die,
born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"
The Blessing
Leading in today’s service are Liam Dunachie, Scott Stroman, John Drake
and Rev. Jennifer Mills-Knutsen.
Thanks to Cynthia Toney and Sally Calimoso for hosting Fellowship Hour.

The flowers today are provided by Scott and Sue Stroman in memory of their
daughter Mary.

SECURITY NOTICE
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE BELONGINGS UNATTENDED

News of the Church
The Crèche is available for families with young children (0-3 years).
Sunday School takes place for all ages. Adults gather at 9:45am, youth at 10am
and children begin in worship before leaving to attend their own classes. The last
day of classes will be December 11, and they will resume again after the new year
on January 8.
Flower Dedication—If you would like to donate flowers to the church on Sunday
mornings, you can sign up during Fellowship Hour or contact the Church Office at
info@amchurch.co.uk

Advent & Christmas at AIC
Sunday, December 11—Christmas Pageant: This will be an unrehearsed
Christmas pageant open to children of all ages who want to participate. Every
child will be invited to be a shepherd or an angel when they arrive, and
instructions will be given as the pageant unfolds. Bring your children, invite
friends and neighbors, and join us to hear the story of Christ's birth told by
our young people.
Christmas Eve, December 24: Candlelight Service, 6:00 p.m.
Christmas Day, December 25: Christmas Day Worship featuring an
intimate performance of a Bach Cantata BWV 62, an Advent cantata featuring
the chorale Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland.

Mission Prayer Focus
Soup Kitchen Christmas Lunch
The annual Soup Kitchen Christmas Lunch, happening on Saturday, is a
highlight for volunteers, staff and guests, as everyone celebrates the
holiday together. Pray that the love of the season would touch the
hearts of all those attend, give and serve. Ask that hunger, loneliness
and isolation would vanish at the holiday season.

Tithes and Offerings If you prefer to give your tithes and offerings
via bank transfer, you may do so with the following information:
Beneficiary:
The American Church in London
Sort Code:
40-05-16
Account Number:
81651498
Please also note to email info@amchurch.co.uk so that we are able to track
your donation. Thank you.
AIC Council Members
Stuart Brown President
Rob Thomas Treasurer
Richard Abbott Personnel and Facilities
Elizabeth Johnson Secretary and Fellowship
Migdalia van der Hoven Communications
Judith Chilcote and R. Nelson At-Large
We are a Christian community, open to all people seeking Christ’s
touch and blessing. A healthy church is built on Jesus Christ and expressed through fellowship, worship, discipleship and mission. And so as
God’s church we live to fellowship sincerely, worship actively, grow in
our knowledge and understanding of Jesus, and to offer ourselves in
service to this community and the world.
In worship we...
Praise the Lord in song,
Hear the Word of God proclaimed in preaching,
Profess our faith in God as Father, Son and Spirit,
Offer prayers of petition and thanks,
Confess our sins and receive words of pardon,
Share in the sacraments, communion and baptism,
Give freely in support of the church’s work.
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