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Preparing to Hear God’s Word
Gathering Music

Michelle Choi, flute

Welcome
Call to Worship
Leader: In the softness of evening,
in the solace of silence we come to you, O Lord.
People: We come for acceptance; we come for community;
we come for forgiveness and love.
Leader: In the serenity of day's end,
in the restfulness of worship, we come to you O Lord.
People: We come to you for respite; we come to you for completion;
we come to you for forgiveness and love.
Leader: In the quiet of the night,
in the comfort of darkness we come to you, O Lord.
People: We come for peace; we come for comfort;
we come for forgiveness and love.
Leader: We come to the Lord of Light,
seeking the illumination.
People: We come for the path we can't find.
Leader: We come for the life we don't have.
People: We come to you for our lives are death
and you alone have breath and being.
Lisa Frenz, United States

Prayer of Invocation

Hearing God’s Word
Scripture Reading

Joel 2:1, 12-17

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live in the
land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming.
“Even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and
weeping and mourning.” Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to
the Lord your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and
abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. Who knows? He may
turn and relent and leave behind a blessing—grain offerings and drink
offerings for the Lord your God.

Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, call a sacred assembly. Gather the
people, consecrate the assembly; bring together the elders, gather the
children, those nursing at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room and the
bride her chamber. Let the priests, who minister before the Lord, weep between
the portico and the altar. Let them say, “Spare your people, Lord. Do not make
your inheritance an object of scorn, a byword among the nations. Why should
they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Music for Contemplation

Meditation

Sofi Janssen, Piano

Rev. Jennifer Mills-Knutsen

Responding to God’s Word
Blessing of the Ashes
Imposition of Ashes

You are invited to come forward to receive the ashes. Ashes are traditionally placed
on the forehead, but if you prefer, you may receive them on your hand instead.

Prayers of Confession and Repentance

The leader will conclude each petition by saying “Let us pray to the God of mercy.”
Please respond with “Hear our prayer, O God.”

Assurance of God’s Pardon
Passing of the Peace
Hymn of New Life
Amazing Grace
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound! That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now I’m found, was blind but now I see.
Through many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come
Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

Commissioning
Leader: Marked by ashes, go forth with a clean heart.
People: We depart in hope of a transformed life.
Leader: Marked by ashes, go forth with God’s grace upon you.
People: We depart confident of God’s love, and
renewed in our commitment to love one another.

The Blessing
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