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Preparing to Hear God’s Word
Welcome
We Worship in Song
We Three Kings

Pilgrim Hymnal 143

Call to Worship
Leader: Light! Light, light and more light!
People: Arise, shine; for your light has come,
Leader: and the glory of God has risen upon you.
People: Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
Leader: When Jesus was born in Bethlehem,
wise men came from the East, saying:
People: Where is he who is born king of the Jews?
For we have seen his star in the East,
and have come to worship him.
Leader: The wonderful light of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People: And also with you.
Bruce Prewer, Australia

Prayer of Invocation
Radiant God, light for all people and all places, by the guidance of a star you
led the Magi to worship the Christ Child. By the light of faith, lead us to
worship you in peace and love, and guide us in your way. We pray in the
name of Christ, light of the world. Amen.
Joan McMurtry, Canada

Passing the Peace of Christ
News of the Church
Carols of Praise

Hearing God’s Word
Scripture Reading

Jill Abbott

Matthew 2:1-12

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod,
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.” 3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem
with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers
of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in
Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 6 “ ‘But you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the
star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully
for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and
worship him.” 9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the
star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place
where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On
coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed
down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him
with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream
not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
1

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Sermon

Follow the Light

Rev. Jennifer Mills-Knutsen

Carols of Joy

Responding to God’s Word
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Celebration of the Lord's Supper
*There is a gluten-free option available for the communion bread. You will
see it marked up front.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Thank you, O God, for coming freshly to us at this table. As we follow your
light in our lives, renew in us your gifts: the gold of our potential; the
incense of our prayers and the myrrh of healing for our pain. Feed us and
nourish us, that we may grow in the life of Christ. Fill us with your Spirit
that we may overflow with your love and transform the world with your
glory. Amen.
Ann Lewin, United Kingdom

Offertory
Carols of Commitment
The Blessing

News of the Church
The Crèche is available for families with young children (0-3 years).
Sunday School on January 8. Adults gather at 9:45am, youth at 10am
and children begin in worship before leaving to attend their own classes.
Cold Weather Shelter at AIC—This January to March, we will be
welcoming guests every Wednesday night four our ninth year with the
Community of Camden Churches Cold Weather Shelter. To accomplish this,
we are in need of volunteers to help out in the kitchen and have a meal
with our guests during the dinner, overnight or breakfast shifts over the
course of the ten weeks that we host the shelter. If you are interested in
helping out, please contact Jonathan at jonathan@amchurch.co.uk for more
information on getting trained up and put on the rota.
Tithes and Offerings If you prefer to give your tithes and offerings via
bank transfer, you may do so with the following information:
Beneficiary:
The American Church in London
Sort Code:
40-05-16
Account Number:
81651498
Please also note to email info@amchurch.co.uk so that we are able to track
your donation. Thank you.

